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Editorial
When it comes to abortion, things are rarely, if ever, as
simple as black and white. For the first time in five years,
the Supreme Court is scheduled to address another gray
zone in the abortion debate.
A case, which stems from New Hampshire, deals with
whether or not a law requiring parental notification for
minors who wish to have an abortion must also include an

exemption for medical emergencies.
Included in the law is the requirement that a parent or
guardian of a woman under 18 years of age be notified
either in person or in writing at least 48 hours before the
abortion.
Although the New Hampshire law passed the legislature
two years ago, lower courts deemed it unconstitutional
because it did not give the doctors causation to act in
situations where the woman's health is at risk. Good eye
and nice save, members of the lower courts.
Affirming any abortion law where the woman's health is
not of the utmost concern would be a step backward. In the
last abortion decision to reach the Supreme Court in 2000,
justices ruled 5-4 that state abortion laws must provide
exceptions to protect a woman's health in abortion cases.
Consequently, any further cases will need to define these

exceptions.
With the impending parental notification case likely to be
deliberated this coming fall, now is the right time to make
those exceptions heard loud and clear. A law that places a
health professional in the difficult position of waiting to act
in a patient's best health interest is not protecting anybody.
An abortion law that does not place the health of the
woman involved first should not be reinforced.
Clearly, it was just a matter of time before the abortion
topic was reintroduced to the Supreme Court. While the

On CAFTA, Dems Must
Choose Unions or Hispanics

new case deals strictly with an exception for a parental
notification law that is in the interest of a woman's health,

another fundamental issue is at hand for future abortion
cases.
How much freedom will states maintain when it comes
to protecting access to abortion? Before this can be
determined, the gray zones or exceptions, warrant serious
discussion in the courts.
.
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Dick Morris
Syndicated Columnist
The Bush administration is
planning to submit CAFTA
the Central America Free Trade
to the Congress
Agreement
for approval.
Democrats and labor unions
are indicating their usual opposition, and a fight reminiscent of
the North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) battle over
trade with Mexico in the early
'90s seems about to begin.
But the battle comes at a critical
time for the political parties, since
the Hispanic vote has come dramatically into play in the recent
presidential election.
While A 1 Gore beat Bush by
65 to 35 percent among Hispanics, Kerry won by only 55 to 45.
Hispanics cast 10 million votes in
2004, so the gains Bush made over
his 2000 vote share amount to a
2 million vote swing in his favor.
Since Bush won by only 3.1 million votes in 2004, the importance
of the Latino vote is apparent.
CAFTA is an attempt to bring
to the poverty-stricken countries
of Central America the benefits of
free trade with the colossus of the
north. These nations are among
the world's poorest, and free trade
would be a tremendous boon to
their economies.
NAFTA has hurt them, since it
has given Mexico a competitive
advantage over its neighbors.
Why build a factory in Guatemala
—

—

and pay tariffs to import your
products to the United States
when you can build it next door in
Mexico and import without levies
or duties?
Those who oppose illegal immigration cannot have it both
ways. Either you alleviate poverty
in Central America and encourage would-be immigrants to stay
home and share in the increasing
wealth or you keep them in poverty and watch as they flock over
our borders.
With 2 million people who
were born in Central America
now living in the United States,
the Democrats oppose CAFTA at
their peril. These voters will not
take kindly to nativist sentiment
in the party that says it offers them
opportunity and compassion.
Hispanic voters are much less
concerned about immigration
issues than about free-trade questions. Once they are here and have
become citizens and voters, the
opening of borders is a far-away
issue at best.
But likely each of these voters
has family still living in Central
America. The more than $10 billion sent home by Mexicans and
Central Americans living here attests to their concern for the folks
back home.
If the Democratic Party wants
to have an all-out battle with the
Republicans over compassion for
Central America, it would be a
serious mistake.
Bill Clinton's stalwart advocacy
of NAFTA likely loomed large
in the more than 3-1 margin he
racked up among Hispanic voters
in 1996. Bush has an opportunity to realize similar gains if the
Democrats hand him the issue on
a silver platter.
It will be interesting to see how
Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton (DN.Y.) votes. Will she cater to the
wishes of the 207,000 Central
Americans (excluding Mexicans)

who live in New York or to the
AFL-CIO?
On the merits, CAFTA is a nobrainer. With an unemployment
rate in the United States of 5
percent, there is no case against
free trade, particularly not with a
poor and small area like Central
America.
The Democratic Party would

"Why build

a

fac-

tory in Guatemala
and pay tariffs to
the U.S., when you
can build it next
door in Mexico and
import without levies or duties?"
have little basis for opposing
CAFTA, having already extended
free trade in textiles to the nations
ofAfrica.
The program to let their fabrics
in without quotas or tariffs is
one of the most effective forms
of foreign aid in African history.
Factories are springing up all over
the continent to take advantage
of the new program, and tens of
thousands of people are finding
work and getting income as a
result.
So why won't the Democrats do
for Central America what they did
for Africa?
Or, put another way, why won't
they do for their Hispanic constituents what they did for their
African-American voters? Watching them try will make an interesting spectacle for us all.
Dick Morris was an adviser to
Bill Clinton for 20 years. Look
for Dick's new book "Because
He Could" about Bill Clinton.
Copyright 2005 Dick Morris,
All Rights Reserved.
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Youth's dreams shattered by SPD pepper spray
Mark Griswold

Staff Columnist
My mother didn't give me a whole lot of
advice growing up, but one thing she often did
say to me was "to stop being part ofthe problem
and start being part of the solution." That has
always stuck with me and I wish more people
would follow it.
It seems thatevery day I open thepaper or turn
on the TV I see some news story about someone
who is whining about this or that, how "the man"
is keeping them down or how it wasn't their fault.
Well, there is at least some truth in this a lot ofthe
time, maybe even most of the time but, forgive
me for sounding callous, but too bad, so sad. Life
isn'tfair as many people have pointed out but it
seems that some people still don't get that.
One such person is Trey Lamont, a really
respectable guy; which makes this story even

more tragic. He's a state Tae Kwan Do champion
and a few months ago his dream was to become
a Seattle police officer. That all changed a few
weeks ago when he was pepper sprayed in the
face by an officer of the SPD, you can read the
full story in the May 5 issue of The Stranger.
Now, based on the report and who Lamont
is, it appears thathe really was an innocent victim, and not the sort of "innocent" person who
gets shot by the cops for brandishing a knife, a
truly innocent victim. What's tragic about this
story, besides the obvious getting sprayed in the
face with pepper spray, is that this unfortunate
incident led to Lamont changing his mind about
joining the SPD.
I suspect, however, that he had a lot of encouragement from "friends" of his who want to
continue being part, maybe not part ofthe problem but certainly not being part of the solution.
Lamont states in his interview with TheStranger

that he wanted to join the SPD "to help the comexactly what Lamont was attempting to do.
Lamont says he doesn't blame the SPD, only
munity." A friend ofhis stated that "he wanted
the individual that sprayed him in the face, but
to change how the police treated people." This
is great., Lamont has the opportunity to become if this is the case I wonder why he doesn't conwhat he wants if he just continues to follow the tinue on his prior path to become and officer and
path. He saw a perceived ill within the police change the system from within.His Tae Kwan
department and knew that he could do more Do coach also stated that Lamont not joining
good to correct that illby effecting changes from the SPD is "the police department's loss, but the
withinrather than standing on the sidelines and community's gain." WRONG!
It's everyone's loss and I certainly hope
railing on them.
Unfortunately, not everyone around him Lamont has a change of heart or a change of
agreed with Lamont. His Tae Kwan Do coach friends and realizes that one of the best things
was worried that they'd "lose" Lamont if he he can do is become a police officer. In the
joined the force, and that he might "look at those words ofCity CouncilmemberRichard Mclver,
in the community as not human." WHAT A "we need young men like [Lamont] serving the
community."
BUNCH OF CRAP! Since when was becoming a police officer such a bad thing? If certain
people in the community have such a problem Mark Griswold is a political science major.
with the police then the best thing they can do is Sendfeedback and comments to Mark at
join the police force and change it from within, markgriswold@hotmail.com

Letter to the Editor

Why are we blaming Newsweek?
Molly Layman

Staff Columnist
It's been saidthat Newsweek has lost its
"journalistic credibility." This is a result
of the May 9 issue of-Newsweek that
reported that U.S. soldiers had desecrated
the Koran in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.
While sloppy news writing is a loss of
credibility, the fact that Newsweek is finally exposing a reality that has remained
relatively hidden to the general American
public is not a "loss of journalistic credibility," rather it's called the purpose of
journalism.
Admittedly, Newsweek citing an
anonymous source from within the U.S.
government who isn't quite sure if the
story is true is sloppy; considering the
amount of stories and reports that have
been released over the year detailing
reported abuses in Guantanamo.
Still, it is a story that is not only true,
but has been previously reported numerous times.
On March 17, 2004, the Independent
ofLondon interviewed the first British
citizen released from Guantanamo Bay.
The prisoner said he had been "physically beaten but did not consider that as
bad as the psychological torture," which
included a soldier kicking a copy of the
sacred Koran.
On Jan. 9, 2005, Andrew Sullivan,
writing in The Sunday Times ofLondon,
said, "While White House lawyers were
arguing about what separates torture from
legitimate 'coercive interrogation techniques,' the following was taking place:
Prisoners were hung for hours or days
from bars or doors in semi-crucifixions;
they were repeatedly beaten unconscious,

woken and then beaten again for days
on end; they were sodomized; they were
urinated on, kicked in the head, had their
ribs broken, and were subjected to electric
shocks."
Whether or not American publications
are willing to report the facts does not
mean these situations are not occurring.
It is naive to believe that one published
article in a U.S. periodical is going to
spark widespread violence in Iraq.
Are people really willing to believe
that rumors of this sort of behavior are

"It is naive to believe
that one published
article in a U.S. periodical is going to spark
widespread violence in
Iraq."
not already circulating in Iraq?
It's not as though Iraqi citizens and

others in the Middle East believe that the
prisoners at Guantanamo Bay are on some
sort of vacation.
Obviously the U.S. is keeping the prisoners for a purpose and reason. It's not as
though the idea of psychological torture
is some sort of abstract concept to those
in the Middle East.
It is condescending for people in the
U.S. to think that, prior to a report in
an American publication, people in the
Middle East had not considered the fact
that the U.S. was torturing prisoners.
It's also worth pointing out that, News-

week has been owned by the Washington
Post Company since 1961, a notoriously
conservative publication and company.
It is interesting thatNewsweek is forced
to retract a story that is critical of the policies of the current conservative president
in office.
That being said, popular opinion holds
that Newsweek is a neutral, and unbiased
periodical, therefore the subscribing audience is unlikely to accept controversial issues and points made by the magazine.
The issue with Guantanamo and other
contentious topics immediately becomes
a lightning rod for conservatives and critics to blame the periodical for being too
"liberal" in its seeming critique of conservative issues. This easy point ofcriticism
is, thus often avoided at all costs—often
meaning a forsaking of truth.
Clearly, however, Newsweek is biased,
but in a more subtle way. Consider the
mere fact that the prisoners in Guantanamo are referred to as "detainees," rather
than prisoners.
This clearly skews the reality of the
Guantanamo situation by creating the
idea that there is some sort oflawful basis
for the prolonged holding ofcitizens that
are somehow not being tortured because
they're merely being "detained."
The only "journalistic credibility" that
has been lost in recent years has been the
watering down of truth in order to make
publications seem unbiased by appearing
non-radical. The nature oftruth, however,
is that it is shocking, and, therefore, radical, amidst a sea of lies.

Molly Layman is a sophomore
philosophy major. Send feedback
and comments to Molly at
laymanm@seattlue.edu

The argument made in thearticle "Sponsors shouldn't
be tight wads" by Megan Peter is verypoor. It is not the
responsibility of the shoe/apparel companies to reward
an athlete for their performance; it is the responsibility
of the sports league and/or owners.
Secondly while tennis is a very difficult sport that
does not mean tennis players should be paid more
than players of a "easier" sport i.e. baseball or golf.
Shoe/apparel companies and other companies thathire
athletes as spokesmen do not hire athletesbased on the
difficulty of their sport.
If they did then amateur wrestlers, gymnasts and
hockey players wouldreceive better sponsorship deals
than baseball, basketball and football players. Athletes
are hired mainly for popularity and how recognizable
they are. Baseball and basketball players are the most
recognizable athletes. Whilefootball is the most popular sport in America the players are hard to identify
because their helmets obscure their faces.
Let us take the example of Lebron James. He received a seven-year $90 million plus contract from
Nike before even being drafted into the NBA.
That averages to about $13 million a year. Andy
Roddick supposedly wanted $15 million, but ends
up with five million. Lebron was given such a large
contract on potential popularity, which is attainable
because of the visibility of the NBA in America and
through out the world. Roddick has the misfortune of
being involved in a sport not very popular in America.
On top ofthat Roddick has not proven to be a big draw.
In 2002 the U.S. Open final had Andre Agassi against
Pete Sampras and scored a 6.2 TV rating, 6.2 percent
of all households with TVs watched that match. In
2003 Roddick faced JuanCarlos Ferrero and the final
TV rating was 3.5.
One advantage in 2002 was that both participants
were Americans whilethe 2003 final had oneAmerican
and a European. For a further comparison the women's
final for 2002 scored a 5.0 when the Williams sisters,
Venus and Serena, faced one another and the 2003
final of Justine Henin-Hardenne and Kim Clijsters,
two Europeans, scored a 2.5.
A closer example to tennis players would be golfers. Tiger Woods started with a five-year, $40 million
contract and then received a five-year, $100 million
contract after the expiration of the first. Tiger received
such a large contract because at that time he had won
every Major title in the PGA and was the most popular
and recognizedplayer at the time.The Master'sTournament final in 2001 featuring Tiger earned a rating of
13, almost 13 percent of the nation. Tiger currently has
nine major title wins.
Roddick has one major championship. So ifRoddick
had received the $15 million he supposedly deserved
for drawing 3.5 percent of the nation then Tiger
should then receive $50-60 million a year for drawing 13 percent of the nation. Or if you want ot base it
off of major wins Tiger should receive nine times as
much as what Roddick wins equaling $135 million.
Just to restate my point, it is NOT the responsibility of
the companies that hire athletes as spokesmen to pay
those athletes based on the difficulty of the sport.

Daniel King
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Grad student Sean
Marushia (left) and
Brig George (right),
sophomore communications major, dance merrily
to "Singing in the
Rain" during Calcutta Club's Fourth
Annual Date Auction
last Wednesday, May
18 in Piggott Auditorium. The date auction is one of many
fundraisers to assist
students with travel and living costs
when they go to India
in the fall for mission
work.
Photos byKyle Smith

Calcutta Club rakes in money
by selling off its members
Zac Annen, junior social work major, reacts to a $30 bid for
his shorts shortly after his workout towel was sold for $20. On
his right, Lucas Mclntyre, junior economics major, attempts
to up the bidding.
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Growing class sizes
to be alleviated by
more faculty hires
Many students have experienced these
scenarios: rushing from department to department frantically filling out closed class
forms, or trying to find an extra chair in a
lecture that has reached its maximum capacity. Students might have a reason to stress
less, however, as 23 new full-time professors
and counting are expected to be hired for the
next academic year.
As enrollment at Seattle University continues to climb, it is becoming more difficult to
accommodate growing majors and with 10
professors leaving this year, the problem is
becoming more urgent.
Without new faculty recruitments, each
department will need to try and squeeze in a
"couple" of extra students into already brimming classes.
Meagan O'Shea, junior journalism major
and a current student of a class of 43, definitely feels the squeeze.
"I don't like these big classes. I'm paying
a lot of money for small, intimate learning
environments. If I wanted larger classes I'd
go to the UW. Also, classes aren't offered
frequently enough, especially in communications."
To date, the College of Arts and Sciences
and the College of Science and Engineering
will be gaining eight new full-time professors,
followed by the Albers Business School with

Last year, the student population increased
by around 2.27 percent and with five professor retirements, the school hired 28 new
professors.
"As the enrollment has grown," said George
Simmons, dean of Science and Engineering,
"the university has responded by allocating
new positions to take care of the enrollment
increase, and at the same time we are able to
enhance the breadth and depth of our faculty
expertise, making for a more enriching educational experience for our students."
Seattle University is anticipating that next
year the process of keeping majors and core
class sizes at the smallest carrying capacity will be more manageable and students
can encounter the best educational package
possible.
, "We monitor class sizes continually, and
will open a new section of the class in order to keep class sizes down," confirmed
Simmons. "So, when we are hiring into a
new position, as we are doing for next fall
in biology, mathematics and chemistry, we
are responding to the enrollment growth in
those departments." Simmonsadded that "the
University has always provided us the additional resources we need to hire the additional
instructors to teach these classes."
However, this process has not been an easy
one as Jani Medeiros, faculty services manager at the Provost's office, confirmed.
"Students are probably not aware of how
rigorous the hiring process is for faculty, nor

four new professors teaching economics, fi-

how rigorous an occupation being a univer-

nance and management. Other departments,
such as the College of Nursing and the College ofEducation will be expecting one new
professor each. The School of Theology and
Ministry is still in the process of conducting
their faculty search.
Seattle University is still recruiting and
expecting new professors at this stage as next
year's studentpopulation is expected to grow
more significantly than this year's, estimating approximately 2.91 percent additional
students. The projected freshman for fall
quarter next year is 750; this is 28 more new
students than fall 2004.

sity professor is."
According to Medeiros, students can
continue to count on Seattle University to
maintain and strengthen its quality standard
for education.
"As our revered senior faculty retires and
our enrollment grows," Medeiros said, "what
students can expect is that the university is
committed to hiring the best and brightest
faculty to fill openings, hand in hand with
providing a top education to our students."
As for now, be prepared to see some
positive changes and fresh faces arriving on
campus next year.

Jenny Kung
Guest Writer

Second to oil: the people of the Niger Delta
Trisha Leonard

Editor-in-Chief
What can change a peaceful
tribal society into a war-conflicted
territory? According to Joel Bisina,
founder of the Niger Delta Professionals for Development, the
answer is oil.
Bisina spoke about the Delta's
economic and education problems
in the Soup with Substance: "Oil
in my backyard; Growing up in
Nigeria."
Bisina grew up on the Niger
Delta, where less than 30 percent of
the population is literate. The Niger
Delta has over 130 million people
and 250 tribes, each with their own
language and culture.
"What is the importance of
Nigeria to the economy of the
United States?" asked Bisina.
"Why should the U.S. care?"
Nigeria is the sixth largest oil
supplier, making it a strategic economic move for the United States.

The Niger Delta consists mainly
of swampy, low land. It used to
sustain the population because the
Delta provided fish and agriculture.
That changed when oil was discovered in 1958.
Soon after its discovery, the oil
began polluting the water. Gas
flares used by oil companies to
burn excess natural gas from the
oil burned continuously, causing
pollution problems in the air, water
and land. These flares were burned
near the communities, creating
an unhealthy environment for the
people. The pipes used to pump the
gas became rusty, adding to the pollution problems, especially when
the oil leaked into the rivers.
"Up until oil is found around
your property, it's yours," said
Bisina. "Once it's found, it's transferred to the government. Then the
government gets 60 percent of the
revenue, foreign companies get 40
percent, and the land owner gets
nothing."

Oil now makes up 90 percent of
Nigeria's total foreign exchange
revenue.
In addition to the environmental
degradation, economic hardship
and poverty
government corruption, excessive military force and
loss of property rights, mutual suspicion and mistrust among regional
tribes emerged. These frustrations
surrounding the oil caused tribal
conflicts.
"Today you still have the military there, even though most people
from outside the country don't
know what's going on there," said
Bisina. "I felt a calling to me to
create an environment for people
to talk about the issues."
In the midst of this conflict, Bisina founded the Niger Delta Professional Development in partnership
with the Oporoza community.
"My vision is to co-create a
safe environment for peaceful coexistence. I want to help reduce
conflict in region and get youth
—

away from violence," said Bisina.
"The goal of the Nigeria Professionals for Development is to bring
people to experience to listen to
the plight of the people."
"Community to community we
mobilize," he said. "Over 3,000
women came together against
Chevron. It was a landmark
event."
Outside these protests, companies such as Exxon/Mobil make
claims that communities know
are false.
"If you look, [corporations]
will say they've spent billions
on community development, but
have nothing to show for it," said
Bisina. "There has to be a change
in policy for there to be a change
both on the part of
in the region
the government and the corporations."
"Make life meaningful for us,"
he added.
One major problem in villages
such as Oporoza is the lack ofedu—

—

cation. Education is not common
in the delta due to lack of books
and qualified teachers. There are
no schools, but with the help of
NIDPRODEV, Oporoza has plans
to construct a library.
NIDPRODEV is also working
toward educating women and fighting AIDS/HIV, a widely spread
disease in the region.
Bisina believes education is the
key to community involvement.
"I was privileged to go to school
because I had uncles in the city,
where there are schools," said Bisina. "Unless you have relatives in
the city, you are not likely to get to
go to school."
"I had to wait for my senior sister
to finish school
which ended up
before I could
being five years
go to school," he said. "My mother
really wanted me to go to school. It
takes thatkind of determination."
—

—

For more information, check out
www.globalcitizenjourney. com
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Photo by Joey Anchondo

Officers of five different clubs and organizations stand on stage
to receive awards at this year's Student Recognition Awards
held in Campion Ballroom.
Megan Peter
Staff Writer
As guests strolled into Campion Ballroom
for the Student Recognition Awards, they
crossed the red carpet through the Wall of
Fame that held names of over 800 students
who have contributed in numerous ways to
Seattle University.
Before the ceremony started students,
faculty and other guests mingled, and dined
on fruits, cheeses and other hors d'oeuvres,
while listening to music, which played in the
background.
The purpose of the ceremony was to recognize numerous Seattle University students
and clubs that have made an impact on the
campus and their peers. The first set ofawards
were given to clubs and organizations in the
university. There were five different categories
in which an organization could fall into.
Engineers Without Borders were one of the
clubs recognized. For their hard work building
a dormitory in Thailand this past spring break,
they received the Most Innovative Representation of Jesuit Ideals. The Students for Peace
and Justice in Palestine were given the Best
Combination of Cultural Heritage "and Social
Justice Award, and the Minorities Involved in
the Community received the Most Dedicated
to Local Service Award. The last two club and
organization awards went to the Dance Club
with the Best Comeback Award and the GayStraight Alliance, which won the Dedication
to Community Education after only becoming
a club this school year.
Another set of awards were given to students who came from the School ofEducation
and the School of Nursing. Each school gave
awards to both undergraduate and graduate
students who demonstrated the spirit of the

program. If given the opportunity, she said she
would give the award to a fellow peer.
"Ana Ybarra inspires me to go beyond the
educational material presented in our program
and challenges me to seek my own answers, to
question my own beliefs and to aspire to the
person I want to become. She is an inspirational role model," commented McPhee.
Another recipient of the Inspiration Award
was Yoshi Inose, senior international studies
and economics major. Inose was surprised and
thankful that she was given the award.
"Being the inspiration to others is one of
the most valuable mottos in my life, so it truly
meant a lot to me to be recognized for this
award," stated Inose.
McPhee and Inose were also joined by
Rebecca Balyeat, Stacia Bourne, Craig "Buitrago, Nathan Canney, Andrew Drysten, Steve
Jenkins, Nick Lofing and Elizabeth Schmid,
who also received the Inspiration Award.
The other university-wide award was the
Distinguishing Graduating Student Award,
given to both undergraduate and graduate
students who have spent their time at Seattle
University committed to involvement, academic excellence and service.
One recipient of the award was Valerie
Tokumoto, senior civil and environmental
engineering major. She, like many of the other
recipients, was surprised about receiving the
awards.
"It's very humbling and unexpected. I've
always done things that I believed in, and I'm
always trying to do what I think is right. So
for me to receive this award, it just tells me
that I have been doing something right, and
that my everyday actions have made a small
difference to others," said Tokumoto.
Theaward was also given to Joe Evans, Ker-

school and are leaders in the school.
The Ignatius Loyola Award from the School
of Education went to graduate students Paul
Fadoul and Audrey Roach, both of whom
demonstrated an excellence in not only the
world of academics, but also to the world of
teaching.
"I was honored and humbled. Teaching is
such a huge responsibility and for my professors to think that I would make a good teacher
was cool," commentedRoach on being given
the award.
The Spirit of the School of Education was
given to Julietta Skoog-Compagno who is getting a double degree in school counseling and ry McLaughlin, Moonwater, Mary Slovkovsky,
school psychology. Compagno is also a dancer Stephanie Stone, Jean Tourangeau, Taslim Van
and is especially interested in the psychology Hattum and Mary Emily Wells.
of dancers in the areas of depression and eatThe final set of university-wide awards
was given to those students who exemplified
ing disorders.
The School of Nursing gave its Nursing different aspects of the university's mission.
Service Award to three seniors Gerilyn AnThe first aspect was the Outstanding Leadderson, Ivory Infante and Kate Watson for ership in Care Award given to Holly Allar,
being mentors, role models and motivators sophomore English major, and Carla Franco,
for those around them. Along with working in juniorpublic affairs major, for demonstrating
numerous nursing organizations, Anderson has care towards others and oneself.
has been a physics teacher and worked at the
"I was surprised! I didn't feel worthy of
ofHawaii
CancerResearch
Center.
one...come
to think of it, I still don't feel
University
Infante has been a tutor, a teacher's assistant worthy of one," commented Franco on how
and is a member ofSigma Theta Tao. Finally,
she felt about receiving the award.
Watson is the senior class vice-president and
The Outstanding Leadership in Academic
has volunteered with Street Feed, Noel House Excellence was awarded to Phuong Luu,
and the South Seattle Boys and Girls Club.
senior biology major, andRachel Udelhoven,
There were also university-wide awards biochemistry major and graduate from the
given to studentswho were nominated by their Honors program, for their ability to not
peers for the honor. The Inspiration Award was only achieve academically, but also to take
given to 10 students who have taken initiative, a leadership role in the classroom having
built connections in the community and are been involved in tutoring, research and other
activities.
unsung heroes.
One recipient of the Inspiration Award was
Matt Pierson, sophomore Spanish and ingiven to Susan McPhee, a graduate student ternational studies major, and Ruben Velasco,
in the Student Development Administration senior political science major, were awarded
-

-

-

-

the Outstanding Leadership in Diversity award
for celebrating all gifts that each person has
to give and the willingness to challenge the
social norms.
The award for Outstanding Leadership in
Faith went to George Balagtas, junior engineering major, and Nazir Harb, sophomore
international studies major, for their dedication
to spiritual life and for being able to respect
and treasure the many differentfaiths at Seattle
University.
The Outstanding Leadership in Justice
Award was presented to Zaher Hulays, sophomore biology major, and Angie Merrill, junior
social work major, for their efforts and actions
for justice on the local and global level.
"Well, it feels like people notice the work
that you are doing and that I am making
somewhat of an impact, but it also made me
realize that there are other students out there
who are doing such great work and deserve it
more than I do," explained Hulays on how he
felt about winning the award.
The Student Leadership Award was given
to Rachel DiPasquale, senior biology major,
and Brian Johnson, senior theology major,
for their contributions to the community and
their leadership within the framework of the
university that helped bring positive change
through international planning and efforts.
The final award of the night was the
Hunthausen Award given to both an undergraduate and a graduate student who are, or
already have, graduated this year. It is Seattle
University's most prestigious award, given to
students who embody faith, integrity, leadership and a passion for learning.
This year the undergraduate award went
to Ben Murane, senior business economics
major. Murane has traveled to the Middle East,
volunteered with numerous organizations and
is the vice president of the Students for Peace

and Justice in Palestine. He was very honored
to be given such an award.
"To be chosen for [the award] is the capstone ofmy four years here. Because of what
the Hunthausen represents, my degree could
almost be secondary. Education is eventually
outdated; the values will endure in me forever.
Achieving the most cherished values underpinning our education and being endowed
with this caliber of honor by my peers is the
highest certificate I could receive," stated
Murane.
Heather Dragland, who has volunteered
with many organizations, was given the
Graduate Student Award. She is most passionate about her work with the Street Feed,
a group that makes dinner for homeless youth
once a week at First Covenant Church. Along
with the homeless youth she has worked with
she has also been impacted by the students at
Seattle University.
"It's the students here at SU that make differences and people don't always talk about
it," she commented. "Here at SU it has been a
privilege to see our mission in action."

Thank you faculty, staff for your service, time at SU
Although this is not an exhaustive list of all thefaculty and staffwho are appreciated, here are the names
of those who were honored at the Annual Appreciation Celebrationfor Faculty and Stafflast Friday.

LeeThurber
Award
Mary Kelly

Staff Leadership
Award
Joe Orlando

McGoldrick
Award
Barbara Yates

BertOtten
Maureen B. Niland
Kathleen Sullivan

Retirees
Denis Ransmeier
gia guyen
Bob Turner

40 YEARS
Carol Byrd

Emeriti
Percy H. Chie
James B. Hogan

35 YEARS
Barbara Yates

30 YEARS
JosefAfanador
Reed Guy
William Sullivan

25 YEARS
David Brubaker
JeffBuller
Mark Burnett
Kathryn Carson
Fred DeKay
Anne Enquist
Lane Gerber
Linda Kelly
John Meany

Paul Neudorfer
Laurel Oates
Yvonne Owen
Michael Raschko
Doris Sidrovich
Vicky Minderhout
RexToh

20 YEARS

A 1 Ansari

David Arnesen
Craig Birklid
Eric Chiappinelli
Janet Mills
Mitsuko Peterson

Kate Reynolds
Katherine Ury

Kenneth Wing
Sharon Young

15 YEARS

10 YEARS

David Boness
Ronald Boucher
Sharon Callahan
Joe Conner
Rebecca Hartley
John Easley
Ila Meyer
Lee Miley
Donald Murphy
Patrick O'Leary
Joe Orlando
Lynn Schultz
Donna Sylvester
Margarita Takach

David Balzer
Philip Barclift
Maria Bullon-Fernandez
Daniel Burnstein
Jo Ann Chapola
Susan Cole
Richard Cunningham
Brian Damon
Adair Dingle
Rita Dufrense
Robert Dullea
Jane Grossman
Leanna Holmer
Wayne Holscher

Due Hua
Susan Jackels
Dmitri Lapchakov
Kan Liang
Michael MeKeon
Jodi O'Brien
Janet Quillian
Carol Schneider
Mary Seidel
Kristen Skogerboe
Harvey Sugimoto
And thanks to the
60 faculty and staff
who celebrated
their fifth year at

Seattle University!
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Cash
for
Books!
Free SU T-shirt when
selling books!
Get more cash NOW; demand is high for
Fall books. Don't wait; your books will lose
value after June. Save to 62% when buying
and selling Used Books.

Seattle University
Bookstore
University Services Building

th
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&

Marion

206-296-5821
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Triangle Club's drag show postponed until next year
On account of a
'misunderstanding'
Julian Hunt

Staff Writer
Campus politics delayed the drag
show scheduled to be held at the
end of Gender Awareness Week
last month.
Controversy began when school
administrators told triangle club
president Joseph Angel, senior theology and pre-med major, that the
school couldn't host the drag show.

Initially, Angel believed the cancellation of the drag show was the
result of the university's reluctance
to involve itself in GLBT events.
Timothy Leary, vice president
for student development, judged
that the school didn't have enough
time to make proper arrangements
for the show.
However, triangle club member
Sacha Maxim, freshman women's
studies major, felt that school administrators might not have been
totally forthcoming about their
motivation for temporarily halting
the event.

Special education
through acting

"I personally feel that the school
had more than enough time to set
specific guidelines on the show.
There were also things that were said
and done that seemed extremely homophobic to us all," said Maxim.
According to Liz Skofield, Leary's
assistant, administrators never told
club members a drag show was an
impossibility, but rather that the day
it was scheduled for did not allow
for enough time to make sure that
the show followed university event
guidelines.
After a meeting with club members, Leary sent a letter of apology

forany misunderstanding, and wrote
that "Seattle University remains
committed to working with the
Triangle Club and others to sponsor
cultural events and programs such
as the drag show."
Although triangle club members
rushed to get ready for the drag
show, the planned finalefor Gender
Awareness Week, now it appears
the event is on hiatus until next
year. Maxim believes the event
will be part of Coming-Out-Week
in October.
Meanwhile, the triangle club
is undergoing some leadership

changes. Maxim will replace Angel
as president of the club. Also, three
committee head positions will be
added, which Maxim believes will
help meetings and events run more
smoothly.
"A lot of my time had been invested into the show and for it to be
cancelled was a low blow. Luckily
the administrationrealized their errors and made a formal apology to
the triangle club. Yet I do believe
that the school has a lot of catching up to do and has yet to fully
appreciate its queer population,"
said Maxim.

SECURITY REPORTS
Sunday, May 15

ng apart the signage for the Campion
Ballroom and Murphy Apartments.

Students run from the cops
At 12:40 p.m., S.P.D. contacted
the P.S. department to advise
that they are going to do a
follow up regarding a 911 call
reporting a party disruption.
SU students were present at
the party and ran from police.
One student dropped his wallet, which contained a fake
driver's license.
U

!

.

Theft
At 10:50 p.m., P.S. staff was checking all buildings after Quadstock
and found someone had attempted
to steal a piece of technical equipment from the School of Law. P.S.
worked with S.P.D. and recovered
evidence from the scene of the attempted theft.

Sunday, May 22

(

Monday, May 16

\

Theft (of a towel disSimple assault (not difficult?)
At 4:20 p.m., P.S. responded to
Photo by Joey Anchondo

SU grads demonstrated ways to handle different
situations while teaching students with Emotional
Behavior Disorders at a conference held in Campion
Ballroom.
Austin Burton
Staff Writer
Guests at the Behavior Disorders

Conference, held in the Campion
Ballroom on Monday evening,
were treated to some educational
after-dinner entertainment by a
group of Seattle University graduate students.
Members of the SPED 545
School Consultation and Intervention course part of SU's College
of Education graduate program,
performed skits designed to show
different ways forspecial-education
teachers to deal with students with
Emotional Behavior Disorder. Ten
skits were performed in all, usually
by groups of two one acting as the
teacher and another as the student.
David Updike is in the 545 class
and performed in the night's first
skit, titled "Appropriate Self Expression." In it, a teacher had to
handle a student who was using inappropriate and offensive language
in class.
Updike said the class members
started writing and practicing their
skits at the beginning of the quarter,
and spent several hours on each 10minute skit.
"The acting part was enjoyable to
me," Updike said. "I also enjoyed
trying to learn about the behavior
and the ways of dealing with it."
The conference was hosted by
Professor Steve Curtis, SU's direc-

-

-

tor of Special Education, and assistant professor Cinda Johnson. The
two co-taught the SPED 545 course,
and each took turns explaining the

details ofeach skit and what lessons
were to be learned.
After Updike's skit, Curtis explained to the audience that "there
are other strategies you can use
besides, 'No, stop that,"' and that
sometimes a teacher has to teach
a student "the difference between
offensive and inoffensive lan-

guage."
The nine other skits were: following directions, honesty, maintaining
boundaries, recovering from an upsetting event, respecting property,
safety, satisfying interactions, stay
in area and waiting to talk.
Some groups acted their skits out
very seriously, while others took a
comical approach. In the honesty
skit, the student and teacher were
often interrupted by an omniscient
voice who would define the terms
"cheating" and "honesty," followed
by the student saying he was annoyed by the voice.
In addition to acting, each student helped other groups produce
their skits. Updike said the groups
performed three times; once in front
of the class, again for a demonstrational DVD, and finally at the
conference.
After the skits, behavioral scientist Cory Dunn gave an hour-long
keynote address.

a report of a woman who spit on a
student. The student described thai
an unknown woman sat down nex
to him in the open seating area ii
Pigott. She proceeded to call him thi
devil and spit on him. The woman
appeared to be a transient who
was also suffering some mental
health issues. P.S. staff searched
the area and spotted the woman
a distance away running north of
campus.

penser?)
At 11:30 a.m., P.S.

"

staff on patrol found
someone had stolen the
hand towel dispenser from the men's
restroom in Xavier. P.S. checked the
building and did not locate the missing
towel dispenser.

Shackled like
a criminal...
Apparently impersonating a public
safety officer is a
serious offense.

Malicious Mischief
At 12:25 p.m., P.S. staff was notified by a facilities staff person
that someone had tipped five
port-a-potties over on the mall
adjacent to the Quadstock event.
The port-a-potties were stood up
and the area cleaned.

No full moons allowed
At 10:50 p.m., P.S. staffreceived
a report of a male "mooning"
people on the third floor of the
Lemieux Library. When P.S.
staff arrived, witnesses pointed out the student
responsible. The student admitted "mooning" his
friends, who corroborated the story.

Trespass
At 4:35 p.m., P.S. was contacted
about people entering the Connolly Center with
Seattle University I.D.s that did not belong to
them. P.S. is investigating.

Friday, May 20

Monday, May 23

Narcotics (Ohhhh... you mean "pot"?)
At 8:15 p.m., an R.A. from Bellarmine contacted
P.S. about a strong odor of marijuana. P.S. and
the R.A. found one student in her room smoking
marijuana. The student handed over the remaining marijuana she had and a pipe, which were
disposed of (yeah... right).

Car Thief Arrest
At 2 a.m., P.S. staff on patrol spotted an individual
acting suspicious in a vehicle at the 13th and E.
Cherry Street Parking Garage. P.S. and S.P.D.
investigated further and found that the individual
was trying to steal the vehicle. The suspect was
arrested.

Saturday, May 21

Malicious Mischief with the Elevators
At 3:38 a.m., an R.A. in Campion reported that
she witnessed two non-SU associated people pry
open the doors of an elevator. The incident is under
investigation.

Alcohol Violation
At 6:30 p.m., a staff person on patrol came upon
a party in a resident room in Campion. Five individuals, who were under age, were found consuming alcohol. The alcohol was dumped out and a
report was forwarded to student conduct.
Malicious Mischief
At 10:15 p.m., an R.A. contacted P.S. about malicious activity. The R.A. witnessed a student break-

Safety Assist
At 4:30 a.m., P.S. staff was contacted by a grounds
staffperson who spotted a containerofneedles on
the northwest stairs of Logan Field. The needles
were secured in an appropriate storage container
for incineration.

FEATURES
Chefs whip up stories and share delectable dishes
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Jenny Willden

Guest Writer
At Seattle University, the cafeteria
is more than a place to eat, and cafeteria
workers are more than just employees. For
many students, some Cherry Street Market
workers are listening ears, counselors and
even friends.
Two employees, Rick Herrera, who
makes sandwiches and burritos, and Curtis
Mott, who cooks pasta, stand out because
of their effort to get to know customers.
However, most people know little about
the real lives of these two men.
Rick Herrera isn't like most 50year-olds. He never grew up, at least not
completely. He lives the life of two people

Mexican station to order.
At work, Herrera is Ricky: social,
funny and happy. He wiggles back and
forth as he steps over to the condiments,
tossing on cheese and salsa.
Herrera loves his job because he
spends most of his time talking to students
and watching them journey through college.
"He brings a sense of home to SU,"
says senior Savarra Peterson. She thinks
he is a welcoming face after summer
break and likes
that he always
remembers her.
Herrera listens to students'
problems and offers them advice

For Rick Herrera, a man of many
journeys, no place could be better to
settle. "I know I'm home and never leaving again, like Dorothy in the Wizard of
Oz," he says.
Curtis Mott has a different view of
Seattle. He says, "Seattle is a big town,"
that needs to open up more. Overall, Mott
finds the nightlife boring and it makes him
miss home. He came here after living in
Houston and chose Seattle by spinning a
globe and randomly pointing to a location.
Still, Mott enjoys
working at Seattle University and says he would
happily remain another 10
years if he stays in the city.
He casually tosses pasta,
despite the flames jumping
from the skillet as he pours
in oil. Mott says fire is the
most important element in
pasta making because the
excitement brings people
back.
He has cooked pasta
at Cherry Street since 2003
and sees himself as a cook
and entertainer. Mott calls
the pasta station his "stage"
and describes himself as the
star.

Photos by Becky Lawrence

Curtis Mott from Cincinnati, Ohio has been working as a cook
for 23 years.
residing in one body. Rick the responand hope for the future.
sible, reserved, grown-up personality, and
"You are supposed to make misRicky, the young wild child.
takes, supposed to be indecisive. It's ok to
His gray facial hair and bald head
be confused," he says. However, during
contrast with his Seattle University basethe heavy mealtime traffic working the
ball hat, the headphones around his neck
lines can be difficult, and chatting can
and the pink piece of gum in his mouth.
sometimes become too hard.
"When the gate goes up it's like
"I try to be Rick, but Ricky keeps
popping out," Herrera smiles. "I always
entertainment. I'm like Johnny Carson and
knew I was like Peter Pan and would
the lights are on. We who serve are always
never be a real adult."
on stage," Herrera says.
Despite Herrera's insistence on stayAfter an eight-hour shift he looks
comfortheart,
at
he's
like
ing young
growing
a tired performer and is dripping
able in his aging skin.
with sweat underneath his white chef hat.
50
than
25.
being
more
"I enjoy
Luckily, Herrera's job lasts only seven
Some people think I want to stay 25, but
months a year. He claims anything more
if I wanted that I wouldn't let my hair go
would be impossible.
gray. It can be beautiHerrera has
ful. I want to be 50,
one son whom he
named Richard BrauI want to live in the
moment," Herrera
tigan after the author
it's
entertainof "The Abortion"
says loudly, the words
ment. I'm
echoing off the walls
and "Trout Fishing in
of the empty Cherry
America." A hipCarson and
Street Market.
pie at heart, Herrera
serve
After working
are on. We
protested for peace
six years at Seattle
and cried when John
are
on
Lennon died.
University, he says
he plans to remain
When he first
here until retirement.
the
Beatles
saw
Cherry
Rick Herrera,
Herrera came to
perform, he looked
Street Market Chef at John Lennon and
Seattle on a chance
after leaving Califorknew there was a
nia and spending the
chance for peace.
shot,
winter of 1974 in Minnesota.
his hopes were
When Lennon was
He stumbled into his job at Seattle
crushed. Lennon was his idol, and he felt a
University's cafeteria when a friend told
deep connection with him.
him the position was open. Ever since,
"Part of me died. If the world could
he has spent each school year slicing
do this, anything could happen to anyone.
vegetables, making egg salad and putting
It made me cynical," Herrera says, staring
together burritos and sandwiches. Herrera
at the floor.
makes small talk with customers as they
After years of experiences this
come through the line.
seemingly little boy in a big man's body
"What would you like dear?" he
is a Califomian no more, and belongs in
says as a young woman steps up to the
Seattle.

"I have the same customers that come in
every day. They will
come here when I am
here. I will make your
mouth water."
Curtis Mott, Cherry
Street Market Chef

"When the gate goes
like
up,
like Johnny
the lights
who
always
stage."

——

■
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After a long day of entertaining
and cooking, Mott looks tired and sits
slouched in baggy pants with his chef's
hat on the table. He's been cooking for
23 years and it is beginning to wear him
down. Soon he hopes to stop and run a
restaurant or a club instead.
He has known he wanted to cook as
a career since growing up in Cincinnati,
Ohio. As a boy he often helped his mother
cook in the kitchen.
Rather than learning the trade from
a cooking school, Mott learned hands on.
Four experienced chefs taught him, and
he quickly found that chefs are vocal and
honest with their opinions.
His first wake up call to this realwas
in 1989 at the Lakewood Bar
ity
and Grill in Tacoma. As a young chef he
loved to cook, but hated making preparations. His boss told him to do the prep
work or leave immediately. This taught
him to pay attention and focus on simple
tasks.
Today, Mott is confident in his work
and he says when put behind a grill, "I'll
make your mouth water," he says with a
broad smile. Cooking meat on a grill is
one of his favorite tasks.
Before beginning his career as a
cook, he attended college in Kansas and
Texas for two years. He would like to
return, but laughs at the idea of actually
doing so.
Though he loves to cook, his true
passion in life is his 6-year-old daughter, Tahzia. She lives in Seattle with her
mother and he tries to spend at least three
days a week with her.
"I live for her right now," Mott says,
his face lighting up at the mention ofher
name.

His three other children, La-Tere,
17, Darius, 14, and Macio, 12, live in
Detroit with their mother. Mott thinks the
best moments in his life are those he has
spent with his children. He keeps in close
contact with them, but hopes he can
return to the East to be near them.
When he is not working or
spending time with his children, Motl
is a self-declared sports fan who
loves to play football and baseball.
He likes making and listening to
music, and wants to do it more when
he has time.
These two lives, each with a
different history have both found a
place at Seattle University. Herrera's
and Mott's outgoing personalities
draw people in to talk, to share or to
simply eat. Take time to get to know
both of these men and you'll be able
to truly uncover the men behind your
meals.
Photos by Becky Lawrence

Rick Herrera has been working at Seattle University for
the past six years.
Each day customers wait in long
lines to watch him perform.
"Curtis always makes lunch lively,"
says sophomore Servando Patlan.
"I have the same customers that
come in every day. They will only come
here when I am here," Mott says.
The customers' loyalty, he says,
shows him how much they appreciate his
work.
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Strong family ties: four siblings attend SU
Meyling Siu-Miranda
Features Editor

eligible for, he or she is quick to give the
others a heads-up.
As a family rule, the Rassilyer siblings scan their bookshelves at the beginning of each quarter to see which textbooks
they already have. Not only have they
managed to save money by passing down
their books, but they also have inherited a
good amount of class notes.
Having four siblings on campus has
made the college experience unique for this
family.
"Being the eldest, I had the luxury of
paving my own way, but I know that there
has been pressure for my younger siblings.
They might not admit it, but I know they
face it. 'Oh, you're just simply going to SU
because your sister did it not because you
have your own goals.' So they really have
had to overcome other people's judgment,"
Renee explains.
However, with GPA's well above 3.5,
each Rassilyer has built his or her own
r
niche and set up different goals, leaving
little competition between them.
"I don't take any glory if I do better
than my sisters. We don't take glory if we
do better than each other. But we want

Renee would come back for her master's
and when I would come back for my
master's," Angela says.
"I think that they kind of expected it.
There was always a sense that they always
encourage us to go to that school and
graduate early and take advantage to getting out and getting credits prior to senior
year," Renee adds.
Whenever the four siblings see each
other on campus, they smile and wave or
stop to catch up on news or to introduce
themselves to their friends. "Wow, there are
four of you. That's a lot of tuition!" their
friends usually say.
But attending school with siblings
entails some perks. When the Rassilyer siblings joined Seattle University, they were
young and unfamiliar with the campus. The
older, more experienced sibling would then
guide and reassure the newcomer.
Brigitte remembers being intimidated

If Seattle University offered a family
discount on tuition, the Rassilyer siblings
would qualify several times over.
Renee, 23, Angela, 20, Bryce, 19 and
Brigitte, 17 share more than DNA; all four
are current students at SU.
"They should give us a percentage
off for every student," Renee Rassilyer
says.
"We joke around saying that if three
come, the fourth one is free," Brigitte adds.
Renee enrolled in the Matteo Ricci
College, which welcomes high school students who wish to advance into universitylevel studies, when she was still a senior at
Seattle Preparatory. After having completed
her bachelor's in nursing and humanities,
Renee is currently a graduate student in the
nurse practitioner's program with a tight
schedule. During the day, she reviews her
clinicals and works at SU as a teacher's
assistant. At night, she is a surgical nurse at
Swedish Medical Hospital.
Two years after Renee started her
studies at Seattle
University, her sister
Angela entered the
Matteo Ricci College
as well. Hoping to
teach elementary
school, Angela opted
for a bachelor's in
humanities. Today,
she's completing her
master's in teaching.
Bryce and Brigitte Rassilyer were
when she first arrived
quick to follow their
at SU. Having her
older sisters' footsiblings on campus
steps and enrolled
made her transition
in the Matteo Ricci
and
adjustment a lot
program, too. Majoreasier.
ing in accounting,
"When I first
finance and humanihere,
came
I was
ties, Bryce has his
scared
because
pretty
hands full. When
only
(
was
17 and I
he's not in class,
Photos courtesy of Rassilyer famil; I
didn't
know the
really
he's off to one of his From left to right, Renee Rassilyer, graduate student in the
.campus.
They
helped
three jobs on campus
nursing program, and her sister Angela Rassilyer, 20, graduate me find my
classes,"
either at the Matteo
student in the teaching program. Top left hand corner, Bryce
she says.
Ricci College as an
"Having family
academic advisor and Rassilyer, a triple major, and his sister Brigitte Rassilyer, a stuthere is always good.
office assistant, or in dent in the Matteo Ricci College.
In case something goes
the student financial
to prove that we are one of the best in our
wrong, they know the system, who to talk
services as a state time sheet processor.
academic class. We're competitive among
to in order to get things done—usually one
Brigitte is the only one still attendour
class
of us would know," Bryce notes.
peers,"
and
Bryce
says.
Like
College.
Renee,
the
Matteo
Ricci
ing
"As we've gotten older we've realAs the Rassilyer children climb the
she plans to go into nursing. Brigitte can
ized that being able to get straight A's and
academic ladder, they recommend to each
be spotted running around the campus with
other courses and give their siblings advice
everything aren't making an impression
event support services.
with mom and dad; it's not the issue. It's
on a particular class or professor.
With more than $80,000 to pay
about being happy with what you're do"We get the insider's scoop on which
yearly between the four of them and with
ing," Renee notes.
professors to take and which ones not to
two other siblings, 15-year-old Brianna and
At home, the siblings say, the attake because we've already had two sisters
12-year-old Blake in private schools, the
can
tense
midterms
who have taken them," Bryce says.
mosphere
get
during
Rassilyer children knew that as soon they
habits,
or
finals.
With
different
the
"IfI had questions about teachers,
study
left high school, they would have to cover
have
to
to
the
level
of
activwhat
siblings
adjust
they expect of students or what they
college expenses on their own.
the
house.
ity in
prefer paper wise, I asked Angela. I would
"We each pay our own tuition. On
"Sometimes
it
can
loud
get
pretty
go upstairs and be like: 'Is this teacher a
top of paying for school, we also pay for
brother,"
with
other
sister
and
other
hard
my
my
grader?"' he adds.
our own car and insurance," Bryce exof
us
are
and
"There is always someone else who
"All
Brigitte
says.
studying
plains.
we
take
our
breaks
at
random
times.
is
study
going
through that same, exact experiof
"The first quarter was kind
a
ence,"
I'd
be
television
and
or
watching
Angela
Angela
says. "If one of us was strugshock. I always assumed that I would pay
and
ask
it
down.
one
then I would say 'Well,
in
Bryce
gling
class,
me
to
turn
get
angry
but
it
was
a
little
financially
my tuition,
It can be stressful."
that teacher really focuses on grammar, so
more difficult because I was learning how
Their parents, Bob Rassilyer, a matemake sure you focus on grammar.'"
to handle school, work and kind of balance
Sometimes, attending college has
rial management supervisor at Swedish
it all out," Renee says.
Medical Hospital, and Ada Rassilyer, a
even meant being classmates. Without
As a result, the Rassilyer siblings
laboratory technician at Harborview Mediknowing they had signed up for the same
have become very thrifty. All four have
class, Bryce and Angela enrolled in comcal Center, were happy to have all four of
juggled one or two jobs on campus, and
them
close
to
home.
stay
puter science 103. They still joke about the
three of them, Angela, Bryce and Brigitte,
it
was
We
"They thought
great.
experience and its benefits.
work at Safeway during weekends. They
it
was
that
four
of
us
ended
"We helped each other with study
thought
funny
spend quite a bit of time in front of the
to
Seattle
at
the
same
up going
University
guides and stuff like that. The teacher tried
computer searching for scholarships. If one
because
we
sure
when
just
time
weren't
to
instill some competition between us,
of them finds a scholarship any of them is

i

tried to get us to beat each other, but I was
always better," Bryce jokes.
"It was hilarious because the teacher
knew we were siblings so everyday he
would comment. He'd be like: 'Watch out
Bryce, when I was in a class with my sister
she would tell on me when I didn't do my
homework," Angela says.
When the four were attending Villa
Academy, the Rassilyer siblings squeezed
into their station wagon they had nicknamed "the tank" and drove to school.
As soon as their parents opened the
van's doors, the four ran out of the car
with their lunches and backpacks hanging
over one of their shoulders. Bob andAda
Rassilyer would joke that their "troops"
had been deployed.
Although the Rassilyers no longer
have their "tank," they still drive up to
school together. "It works really nice with
carpooling," Angela points out with a
smile. Brigitte says she
never has to take the
bus since she can leave
home with Bryce and
return with Angela.
Devoted Catholics, the Rassilyers decided in part to study at
Seattle University for
its emphasis on social
justice and its freedom
to discuss religion.
"I have gone into
various elementary
schools as part of my
program so far, and it's
really hard to be careful not to talk about
religion, when it has been such a big part of
your life. I value the freedom to talk about
religion in class," Angela explains.

"A really important thing for me
business
and stuff is ethics and moralin
believe
that should be included in an
ity. I
education. One of SU's missions is social
justice and I think that really coincides
with Catholic beliefs. By going to a Jesuit
school, I'm just reaffirming that I do believe in those values," Bryce adds.
Despite their busy schedules, the
Rassilyers gather every Sunday at St. James
Cathedral for the 8 o'clock Mass, where all
six siblings help with the altar service.
"When it comes to Church, we go as
a family. Being able to participate in Mass
really reflects our beliefs on the importance
of family," Bryce says.
Renee, Angela, Bryce and Brigitte
agree that the key to their success at Seattle
University has been their parents' support.
Born into a middle-class family, the Rassilyer siblings feel they were lucky to have
attended private Catholic schools throughout their lives.
"My parents worked hard in their
lives to give us all a private education, to
give us opportunities they didn't have. I
believe that we should not take this for
granted, we should do the best we can to
become great people," Bryce says.
"Our parents sacrificed a lot to get
us through grade school and high school,"
Renee says. "We're by no means wealthy
and the schools we've gone through were
extraordinarily expensive. So we went
without going on vacations or out of town,
and went without a lot of luxuries. We all
grew to appreciate what we had."
Indeed, it seems Renee, Angela,
Bryce and Brigitte won't be the last Rassilyers to walk the halls of SU. Their sister
Brianna is planning to join them and study
ultrasound technology. Perhaps, with five
Rassilyers on campus, the administration
will give them their well-deserved discount.
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Athletes converting from one sport to
another help track and field program
Austin Burton

tus when it came to

Staff Writer

track and field.
"I didn't know
anything about
[shot and discus],"
Shekeryk said, adding that, up to that
point, he hadn't
even paid attention
to the events on
television. "It takes
a lot of technique
and it's harder than
it looks."
As the 2005 season began, Shekeryk's inexperience
was obvious. "I was
getting blown out. It
was tough because
everyone else had
been doing it since
Photo by Becky Lawrence
high school and I
a discus
didn't know what Nick Shekeryk, freshman thrower, winds up before tossing
I was doing," he at practice earlier this spring. Shekeryk had never thrown a discus
said.
or a shot put before joining the team, but relied on his abilities develLeaving him oped from other sports, like baseball and football, to break the school
even more on his
record in both events this year. He plans to compete again next year.
own is the fact that
SU doesn't have
ing the school records this year, Fullerton has excelled in
an official throwing coach. Montgomery and her husband,
assistant coach Brian, were cross country coaches before track and field, becoming the most accomplished SU track
SU started its track program. Aside from the most basic athlete in the program's history, male or female. She is in
Abilene, Texas, this week for the NCAADivision II national
championship meet, the only SU competitor to qualify. Fullerton will run in the 3,000-meter steeplechase, an event
in which she posted the second-fastest time in the country
"I feel confident now that I can go out
in the regular season at 10:36.95, a school and conference
and compete pretty well. I think I can
record and the fifth-fastest women's time in Washington
actually put up some good competition state history.
Fullerton played softball at Rooseburg (Ore.) High
for other schools."
School, and came to SU on a softball scholarship. After an
Nick Shekeryk, sophomore discus and injury ended her softball career, Fullerton joined the cross
country team, and then the track team that spring.
SHOT PUT THROWER
Arce played basketball at Holy Names Academy in Seattle, and ended her first year of track and field competing
in the GNAC championship meet in the 800 and 1,500
instruction from the coaches, Shekeryk relied heavily on meter races.
Salveson didn't play any varsity sports in high school,
teammate Teresa Mathias, a sophomore with high school
but
did win a national championship for single rope speed
who
is
the
other
thrower
on
the
experience
only
squad.
relay
as a member of the Juneau Jumper jump-rope team
the
ended
the
season
Despite
early struggles, Shekeryk
her
native Alaska.
in
and
to
return
to
the
team
next
plans
year.
well,
feel
confident
now
that
"I
I
can go out and compete pretty well. I think I can actually
put up some good competition for other schools," he
said.
Like Shekeryk breakAshley Best swimming, 4.00 honors philosophy
Stephanie Kerns soccer, 3.64 marketing and

It wasn't as if competing on a big stage was a foreign
concept to Nick Shekeryk. At Inglemoor High School in
Kenmore, the Seattle University sophomore played baseball,
basketball and football in the state's biggest and arguably
best sports league, KingCo 4A.
But last January
Shekeryk was so
rattled it felt like he
was trying out for
the high school team
all over again. As
he stepped into the
Univeristy ofWash-

ington's Dempsey
Indoor arena, Shekeryk was experiencing something he'd
never done before
in his long athletic
career; his first-ever
track meet.
"I was pretty nervous," Shekeryk
remembers. "There
Photo courtesy of SU athletics
was Division-I people there, too, like from
UW and the U of Idaho, so that was really intimidating."
Shekeryk progressed from that first meet, where he came
in 10th place in the shot put, to setting school records at SU
for the shot put (40 feet, 7 inches) and discus (119 feet). Not
too bad for someone who'd never picked up either object
in his life before this season.
Shekeryk is one of four Redhawks track athletes who
didn't compete in the sport before coming to college. The
others are senior distance runner Kelly Fullerton, freshman
middle distance runner Charisse Arce and junior middle
distance runner Meghan Salveson.
As he wrapped up his prep career at Inglemoor, Shekeryk
dreamt of a professional baseball career. While no colleges
had offered him a scholarship, he had been contacted by
a few Major League Baseball scouts. When he came to
SU as a freshman, Shekeryk knew there wasn't a varsity
baseball team, so he joined the school's club baseball team.
After the club team fell apart due to other team members'
conflicting schedules, and a tryout with the Redhawks varsity basketball team didn't work out, Shekeryk was feeling
athletic withdrawal.
"I had too much free time. To go from playing sports all
the time to last year when I wasn't doing anything, I felt
pretty lazy," Shekeryk said.
After talking to a friend who was on the SU track team
then, Shekeryk approached Redhawks head coach Paula
Montgomery about a tryout. With his 6-foot-5, 285-pound
frame, Shekeryk was an easy candidate for the throwing
events. As there were no male throwers on the team at the
time, Montgomery gave him a spot despite his novice sta-

Academic Ail-Americans
2004-2005
-

-

Andy Bloom basketball, 3.82 accounting
Garret Brown track and field, 3.61 business and
economics
Sarah Brundidge track and field, 3.61 civil
-

-

-

engineering
Holly Bueb track and field, 3.49 psychology
Ashley Burns track and field, 3.58 marketing
Chris Coley swimming, 3.90 psychology
Kristin Connolly basketball, 3.54 communica-

-

-

-

tion studies
Rebecca Conte soccer, 3.32 nursing
Kia Crotty soccer, 3.63 English and humanities
Danica Dougherty basketball, 3.64 management
and marketing
Emily Ferguson track and field 3.46 psychology
and liberal studies
Kelly Fullerton track and field, 3.87 education
Lindsey Gall swimming, 3.79 ultrasound
Marion Gallagher swimming, 3.71 marketing
Alana Garcia track and field, 3.71 fine arts and
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

journalism
-

-

Meghan Salveson, left, and Charisse Arce, both middle distance runners, at UW during practice earlier this year.

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

ing
track and field, 3.56 premajor
Lizzy Safranski volleyball, 3.66 electrical
engineering
Maggie Safranski volleyball, 3.97 finance
Meghan Salveson track and field, 3.88 intema-

Phoebe Rohrbacher

-

-

-

-

tional studies
Cassy Smith soccer/basketball, 3.32 psychology
Sarah Sommerman volleyball, 3.80 finance
Kelly Stewart soccer, 3.57 sociology
Andy Stromberg soccer, 3.57 liberal studies
Rachel Suess track and field, 3.59 biochemistry
Kyle Vessey basketball, 3.72 general science
Maureen Wishkoski soccer, 3.77 history
Brenda Zittel soccer, 3.36 nursing
-

Ana Gutierrez soccer, 3.70 Spanish
Michael Hughes track and field, 3.61 biology
Jordan Inouye soccer, 3.30 e-commerce and
information systems
Jenny Iverson basketball, 3.27 ecological studies
Adam Jensen soccer, 3.93 biology/pre-medicine
-

Photo by Becky Lawrence

humanities
Amelie Krahn volleybal,l 3.20 journalism
Andrew Lybarger track and field, 3.96 mechanical engineering
Katy Mak soccer, 3.89 criminal justice
Bim Makinde basketball, 3.46 biology
Teresa Matthias track and field, 3.48 humanities
Melissa Mulick volleyball, 3.97 management
Jamie Nicolopulos soccer, 3.26 marketing.
Tafara Pulse soccer, 3.68 international business
Scott Rainey basketball, 3.45 political science
Robert Renninger track and field, 3.76 account-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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Gymnastics club is growing Sonics
Alex Mendenhall
Guest Writer

Such field trips include
attending University of
Washington gymnastics
Does your most private
meetings during the
dream involve floor mats,
college season, which
lasts from January to
tumbling and a pommel
horse? Can you no longer
April.
keep this dream a secret?
Past fund-raisers the
Closet gymnasts evclub has held are a holierywhere, meet Seattle
day candy gram sale as
well as a Krispy Kreme
University's Gymnastics
Club.
doughnuts sale. For a
club that is not widely
I know, you don't even
have to ask. Yes, SU has
known across campus,
a gymnastics club and no,
fund-raisers serve a few
don't
have
to
be
a
you
purposes.
Nadia Comaneci wannabe
"One of the most imPhoto courtesy of SU Gymnastics Club
to join. In fact, you don't
portant things about
fund raising for our club
even have to know who A club member gets inverted on the balance beam.
Nadia Comaneci is for the
is getting our name out
there as well as hopeclub to welcome you.
The club started with about 10 people
"Gymnastics Club is open to all skill and work out meetings and practices were fully making some money," Bang says.
levels and ages. If you've never done gymIn an effort to better publicize their
held in the Connolly Center, according to
nastics before it doesn't matter, our coach Ward. Members that would show up to existence and to help fund their activities,
is really great and will help you improve meetings would utilize mats purchased the Gymnastics Club recently held another
from whatever level you are," Kari Bang, by the club. By its second year, however, fund-raiser. On May 25 the club hosted a
the club's treasurer, says.
carnival.
the club had outgrown this restrictive arThe club currently has about 20 mem"We are going to be working with Habirangement.
for Humanity to put on a carnival with a
tat
bers, both men and women, who are there
realized
"We
in the second year that it
to keep up with a sport they enjoy or to try would be much more fun for our club to
cartwheel contest, limbo, a pie toss, food,
something new. Let us not forget that fun practice at an outside gym instead of only prizes and a raffle," Bang says.
The event was scheduled from 11 a.m.
is going to abound when a trampoline is using the mats we purchased for the Conto 4 p.m. on the Union Green. Bang says
involved. Even though Bang has a history nolly Center," Ward says.
in gymnastics, she joined in part because
After utilizing the facilities at Cascade all the proceeds will be split with Habitat
of the fun factor.
Elite Gym last year, the club now attends for Humanity.
"The club here is really laid back and a gymnastics class at Seattle Gymnastics
Meetings, practices and fund-raisers
fun, so it works really well while I'm still
aside,
it is the people and the camaraderie
S.G.A.
a
coach
to
the
Academy.
provides
in school," Bang, sophomore business Gymnastics Club, which has only been they create that makes Seattle University's
major, says.
able to acquire temporary coaches in the Gymnastics Club great. As Bang points
out, gymnastics doesn't require a team, so
The Gymnastics Club has been around past.
since 2002 when founder Alicia Ward was
with the club is not that necespracticing
Seattle
Gymnastics Academy
"We go to
a freshman. Ward, who was on her high Tuesdays and Thursdays for an 8 to 10 p.m. sary, but for her it is the other members
school's gymnastics team, found herself class with our coach John," Bang says.
who make it worth it.
"The people motivate me and make gomissing the sport once she got to Seattle
On those days, the club meets at 7:30
to the gym a lot of fun," she says.
University.
ing
at
the
Marion
Street
lot
next
p.m.
parking
Now that you've met the Gymnastics
"My first quarter here I did absolutely to the bookstore. Transportation is pronothing for exercise and found myself vided to S.G.A. and the club usually gets Club and your secret dream has been
revealed go ahead and make that dream
growing lethargic and lazy. One of my back to campus around 10:30 p.m.
friends encouraged me to start the gymWhen the club is not in the gym they are come true.
nastics club," Ward says.
taking field trips and having fund-raisers.

spurred
by injuries
—Sports Commentary
Nick Shekeryk

iStaff Writer
The outcome ofthe NBA Western Conference
Semifinals between the Seattle Supersonics and
the San Antonio Spurs may have been a different story if the Sonics had been completely
healthy.
The Spurs won the series 4-2, but the Sonics
were plagued by injuries right from the get go.
Reserve forward VladimirRadmanovic severely
sprained his right ankle in game one ofthe series,
which led him to miss the last five games ofthe
series. Moments later in the same game, all-star
guard Ray Allen also sprained his right ankle
and valiantly competed with the restriction of
an ankle brace.
Those two injuries put a damper on the Sonics
and caused them to lose 103-81. Despite a game
three victory, the Sonics lost all-star forward
Rashard Lewis to a sprained big toe on his left
foot for the rest of the series.
The Spurs, who did have a full roster, took
advantage of the Sonics' lack of health and
exploited their weaknesses. The Sonics were
provided with some offensive and defensive
sparks throughout the series from reserve guard
Antonio Daniels, guard Luke Ridnour and center
Jerome James; but their efforts were not enough
to stop the speedy guard Manu Ginobili or the
powerful center Tun Duncan.

Radmanovic and Lewis played major roles in
getting the Sonics to the second round playoffs
this year and would have definitely made the series a closer one had they not suffered injuries.
Now the Sonics have the entire off season to
recuperate and improve their team so that they
can make another strong playoffcampaign next
season.

Rugby club hosts SPU
team for first home match
On Friday May 20, the SU rugby team, striped jerseys, played SPU in hard rain at a muddy Logan
Field. SU won the game 19-0. Left, SU and SPU
stare each other down at the start of a scrum, a
grouping of 16 players attempting to gain possession after a foul.

Below: A horde of SU players chase down
the opponent's scrum-half as he emerges
with the ball and attempts to run up field.

Photos by Becky Lawrence

Left: Kicking enables a team to find touch, to gain ground
or score points. Below: Brig George and the SU team
are working their way to scoring a try, points earned by
touching the ball down in the opponent's in-goal.
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Cancellations and heavy rain ruin Quadstock fun
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Julian Hunt
Staff Writer

Photo by Joey Anchondo

Champange of bands, the
sparsely attended opening act
of Quadstock.

Photo by Joey Anchondo

Ali Crowe, sophomore Communications major, left, fights
Laura Snydsman, Sophomore
Nursing major on the inflatable
platform at Quadstock.

Freshman Eric
Wiesenhutter
rocks out to
Paint by Numbers.
Photo by Joey
Anchondo
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United State of Electronica cancelled.
Rain nearly ruined the sound system. Crates
ofuntouched beer bottles were carted off at
the show's end. This year, Quadstock was
embarrassing.
Even with all the hype surrounding the
appearance of local electro-rockers USE, not
many pre-sale tickets were purchased. Of the
over 1,000 tickets for sale at the Campus Assistance Center, only 120 were sold according
to one CAC worker. Tickets were $10, and
Stacy Bell, junior English major, admitted,
"USE is always a fun time, but [Quadstock]
was sort of expensive in the first place... You
could go to a real show for that price, or get
two super grande pina coladas."
News ofUSE's cancellation spread around
campus on the Monday before the show. Apparently, one of the band member's mother
died. At the peak of the show, there were
three rows of people huddled underneath the
stage tarp, about 50 in all, to hear dancehall
rapper Mr. Vegas.
Lack of upperclassmen kept the beer
garden empty, as did a strict drink limit. For
entrance, students showed two forms of ID,
wore a wristband, and were restricted to two
drinks only. Needless to say, many participants showed up inebriated and left sober,
instead of vice versa.
Shauna Hammack, sophomore finance
major, was the primary organizer of the
event. On how the beer garden did: "Not so
good."
According to Mike Sletten, manger of
public safety, there were no real security or
drinking problems at the show. Too bad, it's
not a concert without a little inappropriate
behavior, though there was a handful of students playing frisbee dispite the high winds
and torrentalrainfall.
However, because of low participation and
the rain, event staffbegan granting entrance
free of charge. Kristin Roach, sophomore fine
arts, heard about the

free entrance, but was still disappointed with
Mr. Vegas. Roach, who works at KSUB, advised that Quadstock organizers SEAC take
more input from the campus radio station
when they schedule bands.
Anneke Cronander, senior creative writing and psychology major, didn't attend
Quadstock this year. She remembers better
years when better bands like Save Ferris
and The Divorce played. Cronander darkly
suggested SEAC properly use its $30,000
budget next year.
"Get bands that appeal to people," said
Roach. "Like more pop punk bands."
Bands scheduled this year included Champagne of Bands, Paint by Numbers, Instant
Winner, Mr. Vegas and Gatsby's American
Dream. The theme, "Bust a Move," centered
on dance music of all forms. But GAD, a
popular alternative band that inspired spirit
more than booty, were probably the most
popular performers.
While Hammack estimated that GAD
were the most well-liked performers of the
evening, even they were spoiled by the rain.
Champagne ofBands, the second place winner of Battle of the Bands, had the lowest
turn-out for their performance, as they were
the first to go on stage. Interestingly enough
8.0.8. winner Suzanne Hailey was not invited to perform.
Roach and Cronanderfelt thatbetter groups
who played Battle of the Bands could have
been chosen to play Quadstock. Cronander
thought it was ridiculous that one year a
country band won, and called Battle of the
Bands a "popularity contest." She suggested
the audience choose the winner, instead of a
panel of judges.
Mr. Vegas, the show's headliner, attempted
to excite the small crowd with his "Get

Photo by JoeyAnchondo

Paint by Numbers

Photo by Becky Lawrence

From left, Kristen Cortez, freshman Biology major, Ku'ualoha
Whittle, freshman Psychology
major brave the weather to
catch the live music.

ups!" and such, but even he was a derelict.
The poor turn-out must have damaged his
MTV-size-ego. At least the pay check may
ease his pain.
If you missed Quadstock, consider seeing
Pixies, Modest Mouse, Arcade Fire, Bloc
Party and Aqueduct at the Sasquatch Festival
this weekend. Bring
your canteen or hang
at the beer garden, there

Damian Juardo,
another performer at the fateful
Quadstock.
Photo by Becky Lawrence

Instant Winner tries to cheer up a damp crowd.

Photo by Kyle Smith

Photo by Becky Lawrence

Gatsby's American Dream was
one of the crowd favorites,
and played well despite conditions.

El Pus: Crunk Music with Amps and Guitars?
Austin Burton
Staff Writer
In the short history of questionable hiphop collaborations one that has seen Nelly
match country grammar with Tim McGraw,
P. Diddy jam with Jimmy Page and Eminem
share a stage with Elton John the marriage
ofcrunk and punk music was bound to happen some time.
The concept might sound scary at first,
but after listening to Hoodlum Rock (Vol.
1: The Bogard) by Atlanta-based quintet El
Pus pronounced "El Poose" it can actually work. Coming in at a brisk 34 minutes
and change, the album blends the energy,
attitude and wordplay ofeach of the distinct
forms, and makes good use of each genre's
strengths.
Musically, El Pus sounds like a rock band.
The hip-hop part comes in mostly with the
lyrical delivery and content. The group
-

-

-

-

describes itself
as "crunk music
with amps and
guitars."
Take "Suburb Thuggin',"
the first single,
which is getting
airplay on MTV
and Nickelodeon. Take away
the words, and
the song sounds
like something
from Blink 182
or Sum 41. But
add in the lyrics: "Talking to
your girl / Nokia
in the right hand
/ steering mama's Benz with the left / You
ain't really seen no gangsta / 'cause if you
did you would piss on yourself/ Bumping too

much 2Pac thinking you're a rider
/ in reality you're
playing yourself,"
and you have your
crunk n' punk mix.
It might not be anything you'd ever see
from the King of
Crunk, Lil* Jon, or
from punk's heavyweights, but they
get an "A" for effort
and creativity.
Most of the songs
are harmless, twominute long bits
that can get a laugh
and make y° u
Courtesy of Virgin Records 01"
think occasionally.
Like "Thing Thing," with its very simple
message: "You can be a fool for the green
green / waste your life in pursuit of the bling
/

bling / you can live on a prayer and a wing
wing / but whatever you do / do your thing
thing." The song goes on to tell hat later the
"fat girls" to wear their mini-skirts and screw
what anyone says.
Other highlights are "Monday Morning,"
a decent party song that you might expect to
hear in a house party scene from a teen movie;
"Girl," a funny hookup-gone-bad song; and
"Madame Zenobia," which sounds the most
like a rap song of any of the album's offerings. There are a few duds, of course. "Days
of the BKs" is your usual reminiscing-onchildhood song that's been done by a million
artists on a million albums. "Nite Train" is
the generic sex-you-up dirty ballad. Again,
something everyone has done before.
Overall, though, Hoodlum Rock is a solid
debut that establishes El Pus' identity in the
music game. While hip-hop purists and punk
enthusiasts may have never thought they'd
see the day when their two genres came together, El Pus might be on to something.
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Quotable Lines, Political IIIusions in Episode III

Greg Boudreau
Cover Editor

When a friend asked me why I was going
the new Stars Wars movie, my response
was, "It's like an ugly child; it may be unattractive but you love it anyways You're so
attached that you don't even question caring
about it."
What better way to display your affection
for a series that you grew up loving than by
going to the opening midnight screening.
Stars Wars Episode 111, Revenge of the
Sith, debuted at midnight, Wednesday, May
18. Thinking that it was possible to grab
a decent seat for the screening by leaving
"early," I left my house at nine, a full three
hours before the movie was to be shown. I
learned not to underestimate the dedication
of Star Wars fans, for arriving at 9:20 p.m.
was almost too late. I had to sit in the fifth
row from the front, slightly off to the side.
The people behind me had been there since
6 p.m., and apparently I was lucky to sit
where I did.
For two and a half hours before the show
began, there was only mild entertainment. I
got to watch hordes offour to forty year-olds
attacking each other with plastic light sabers
in the front of the theatre, stare at the three
-and-a-halffoot tall Darth Vader that stood
in the same spot for two hours, and scoff at
the number of people who thought it was
Halloween.
In fact, with all eight theatres at Pacific
Place showing the new Stars Wars episode
coupled with the in and out privileges
of the entire theatre watching one movie,
the entire mall was crawling with Star Wars
characters. Apparently the more obscure of
a character that you dress as, the more "Star
Wars-cool" points you get.
After two hours and forty minutes, a few
trips to the Barnes and Nobles downstairs for
coffee, or just as something to do, the previews began. The Star Wars fans, considering
themselves quite the connoisseurs of science
fiction and fantasy action films, made clear
their approval or disdain for each upcoming
to see

-

-

-

film as each trailer was shown.
The 20 th Century Fox clip was shown, and
met with applause and screaming, followed
by theLucasfilm Arts clip. Then began even
more applause and screaming, re-charged by
the "A long time ago, in a Galaxy far away..."
line that began the movie.
After the last two episodes, especially
after the awful, awful Jar-Jar Binks, the bar
of expected quality had been substantially
lowered. The Star Wars movies have always
been glorified B movies, amazing movies but
nonetheless they still are B movies. They've
always been somewhat silly and the writing
and the acting has always been bad.
Those of us that grew up with the old
films hardly notice these shortcomings, but
they still exist and we shouldn't be overly
critically of the new episodes. Star Wars has
always been in a different class offilm quality
than whatwould typically constitute a film as
"good." You can't compare Star Wars to Life
as a House, even if Hayden Christensen is a
bratty, angsty kid in both of them.
That being said, this new episode saved the

"I got to watch hordes of
four to forty year-olds attacking each other with
plastic light sabers in the
front of the theatre, stare
at the three and a halffoot
tall Darth Vader that stood
in the same spot for two
hours, and scoff at the number ofpeople who thought
it was Halloween.

"

series because it was actually good. Well, it
was at least good for a Star Wars film. Sure,
there were the same persistent "Star Warsfilm" problems such as bad lines, bad acting
and bad writing throughout the film, but the

new film did wonderful justice to the
series.
The Series tie-in
was seen particularly in its effort
to transition the
storyline to the
original three episodes. The three
new episodes rely
upon the grandeur
and obsessive culture of the originals, making use
ofreferences to old
characters Bobo
Fet, R2D2 and
Chewbacca and
creating ties to the
already established
Star Wars world.
Over the course
of the movie, the
technology of
the Republic became increasingly
similar to the old

episodes' technology of the Empire the
spacecraft looked more and more like stardestroyers, there were ships that looked
similar to tie fighters, and they even showed
the beginnings of the Death Star. They also
explained how the Emperor became scarred
and why Darth Vader had the suit with the respirator, all while having actors swing special
effects swords about the screen.
A welcomed change with the new final
episode was the amount of quotable lines.
All Star Wars lines are cheesy, but some, like
"you're breaking my heart," were above and

of the lines of
the film may be
construed to be
political to our
times.
The lines "I
am the Senate!"
said by the Emperor and "Either you're with
us or you're
against us!"
said by Darth
Vader and the
politics surrounding those
comments are
more timeless
than we may realize they've
existed since
the Caesars of
Rome and will
persist long
after the Star
Wars movies
are forgotten.
Revenge of
the Sith also had the best fight scene of the series: Anakin Skywalker vs. Obi Wan Kenobi
and The Emperor vs. Yoda.
It took the entire series to build up that
fight to make it the most epic of all the epic
duals in the saga. It even makes the original
fight between Obi Wan and Darth Vader so
un-epic.
If you had told any Star Wars geek before
the new series began to come out that in the
new episodes Yoda and the Emperor were
going to have a light saber duel, they would
have hugged you right then and there.

beyond the usual level. In the future, you're
bound to hear some geeky kids having the

seen the new

dialogue "You were the Chosen One!" and "I
HATE YOU!" much like the classic, "Luke,
I am your father."
Given the current politic climate, and
the direction of the arts towards inserting
more and more political commentary, many

go see Revenge of the Sith. If you didn't
like the old films and hate watching graphics that look like video games, then this final
episode isn't going to sway your opinion.
Perhaps you're better off just watching Life
as a House.

-

-

-

-

If you liked the old films, even if you hadn't
episodes, then you should still

Kingdom Worth it for the Scenery
Lauren Padgett
Staff Writer
An extra asks Orlando Bloom, "does
making a man a knight make him a better
fighter?" In Ridley Scott's new epic Kingdom of Heaven, the answer is a definite
yes. It can make a born-and-raised blacksmith the best fighter of theancient world,
and leader of the Jerusalem Army.
Hollywood obviously used its tried and
true war movie plot, which was lukewarm
and typical. The saving grace of this film
besides Bloom's penetrating eyes is
its gorgeous scenery. Throw aside your
expansive knowledge of the Crusades that
you gained through History 120 "Origins
ofWestern Civilization," and watch it like
it is worth $130 million. Oh wait, it is.
The epic revolves around a lowly but
amazingly good looking blacksmith Bailey
(Bloom). Bailey is introduced a widower,
mourning his wife who committed suicide.
He is suddenly confronted with his 'deadbeat dad,' Lord of Ibelin (Liam Neeson,
Gangs of New York), who is headed to
Jerusalem on Crusade. Bailey decides to
follow Lord Ibelin to Jerusalem in hopes of
saving the soul ofhis wife, and finds himself
contender for King, and lover of a princess
(Eva Green, The Dreamers).
Scott directed Heaven along the same lines
as his Academy Award-winning Gladiator.
Academy Award winning executive producer
-

-

power hungry Europeans. They are constantly fighting to keep the leader Saladin
(Ghassan Massoud, Syrian actor and film
maker), of the Muslim group Saracens from
taking Jerusalem.
There is a sense of modernity in Scott's
portrayal of the European/Muslim, war.
Kingdom of Heaven portrays the Muslims
fairly, not as blood-hungry and evil villains
to Europe. At one point, Bailey watches
the Muslims pray to Allah, and makes a
comment that "their prayers are a lot like
ours."
Much of the evil to be found in this film
is within the European nobility. Reynald de
Chatillon (Brendan Gleeson, Troy) is hilarious as a blood-thirsty nobleman in search of
a war. You can't help but laugh at his tie-dyed
facial hair.
Ridley Scott worked his $130 million
budget. The scenery is vivid, and the images of ancient Jerusalem are breathtaking.
You almost sweat just watching the actors
struggle through the desert heat. The battle
scenes are vast and intricate, with what
seems to be millions of people fighting to
Courtesy of 20th Century Fox
the death. The chanting prayer music is also
Branko Lustig (Schindler's List, Gladiavery well done.
and
other
all-star
combined
tor)
producers
Although the plot seemed to drag along like
forces to dream up the biggest epic they it was dying of desert heat, the movie is still
could muster.
quite good. See Kingdom ofHeaven for the
Historically, Kingdom of Heaven takes imagery, for Bloom or for the battle scenes.
place during the period before the Third No matter what you are looking for, you will
Crusade, when the Holy Land was ruled by not be disappointed.

J!
Not Ready for
the LSAT?
I'm Steven Klein, LSAT specialist. Fourteen years and
3000 students later, I don't
think anyone knows more
about this test, or how to teach
It, than I do. That's why I still
teach my own classes. That's
why you should call me.
My nine week course features
36 hours of class time with
weekly help sessions and five
mock exams for the reasonable
price of $095.
I can answer any LSAT question let me prove it. Call now
for a free seminar:
524-4915
-
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All questions, comments or concerns can be made at Ext. 6050 or catallar@seattleu.edu

Coming
ist

Calling all

from Student Isife:

<§>oon

finnuai Spring ©lowout

"your first

ejumrnizr

Junior Bowling Nighi

Camp

/y

of 2005"
«

.

of

Cost: fß.ee!
food, games, prizes, friends,
*

TRANSFER STUDENTS

*

,

®

Come for seme Bowling, Pizza,
Cake!

course!

TRANSFER STUDENTS

av

'

„

Who: flnyone who's anyone

*

»

Wednesday, June I
hl Lan s
AMF lmP« r,al

When: June 4,1-4 p.m.
Where: The Green
„

J"ll"H"l"0"R"Sf

&

and of course, it's all FREE

TRANSFER STUDENTS

*

TRANSFER STUDENTS

*

TRANSFER STUDENTS

*

Hey Transfer Students!
Win an iPOD MINI or iPOD SHUFFLE!
How you ask? Fill out the TRANSFER STUDENT SURVEY (e-mailed on May 21)!
Deliver completed surveys to the ASSU Office (STCN 360) or e-mail completed surveys to your Transfer Rep, Mike Gilmore
at gilmorem@seattleu.edu
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A special THANK YOU to the ASSU Excecutives, Representatives, and
Assistants for a wonderful year of service.
To graduating SENIORS and departing members, best of luck!
And a special THANK YOU to YOU the students who make ASSU possible.
We work to Empower leaders (like you) for a just and humane world.
(Executives)
Joe Nguyen President Daniel Strickland Executive Vice-President
Duong "Young" Truong Vice President of Finance Alyssa Stonex Vice President of Student Affairs
*

*
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*
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(Representatives)

Steve Bartkowski Senior Rep Andrew Farjo Junior Rep Christa Holmes Sophomore Rep
Aaron Yoon Freshperson Rep Sean Adkins At-Large Rep Terrence Sanchez At-Large Rep
Jamie Nicolopulos Athletic Rep Aimee Khuu Commuter Rep Yoshiko Inose International Rep
Ruben Velasco Jr. Minority Rep Brian Bartolini Resident Rep
Mike Gilmore Transfer Rep Michelle Carpio Non-Traditional Rep
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(Administrative)
Michelle Etchart Advisor Madison Brewton Director of Publicity Shane Cruz- Publicity Assistant
Justin Terada- Director of Information Technology Scott Phillips- Secretary of Elections
Rowena Catalla- Administrative Assistant Sarah Honour- Administrative Assistant
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Classifieds
100. For Sale
200.
300.
400.
500.
600.

I

SUMMER WORK

Services
For Rent
Misc.

ules, customer sales/service,

SUMMER CAMP
JOBS for men and women.
Hidden Valley Camp (Granite Falls, WA) needs resident
staff (6/18/05-8/26/05).
Room/Board/Salary. Positions include: Counselors,
lifeguards, drivers, kitchen
staff, program staff and
more. Spend your summer
in a beautiful setting while
in worthwhile employment. Contact us by phone:
(425)844-8896 or e-mail:
hiddenvalleycamp@earthlin

k.net for more information.
Addressers wanted immediately! No experience necessary. Work at home. Call
405-447-6397.

I

I

SUMMER WORK

Help Wanted
Volunteers

200

15

Great pay, flexible sched-

will train, all ages 18 +, conditions apply.
Seattle
206-838-7460
Bellevue
425-452-4540
Tacoma
253-983-1100
&
Other WA OR Locations

Workforstudents.com
Searching the Internet
for Term Paper Material?
Search engines are unforgiving...

ffTftfif'JH
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You treat me
_

.

like all the
rest.
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'

iac *

right words to

express what
need

I

"

..

Ever wish you could "steer" a search engine
toward the information you need? Try
Aware software that helps you target
the results from major search engines to
your topic. Download the 30-day FREE
trial today for a search experience that
works for YOU!
-

HAware
Search that Leams

■■■■r

I

Still need general university requirements? You can choose from a variety of transfer
classes at Pierce College for a fraction of the cost you're spending now. Why not take
advantage of the savings! Choose the location that's most convenient for you or study
online anytime from anywhere.

j

I3SSeS

LAKEWOOD

(253) 964-6500

•

PUYALLUP
(253) 840-8400

•

FORT LEWIS
(253) 964-6567

*

MCCHORD

(253) 964-6606

af
http-J/www.AwareSearch.com

*Enter coupon code SUOS to get $25 off!

www.pierce.ctc.edu
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FOOTNOTES

CAMPUS VOICE: Star Wars?
by Greg Boudreau

*Rolls eyes at question

"What's Star Wars?"

*

A.J. Rehberg, Junior,
Political Science

Meghan Bright,
Sophomore, Psychology

"I've only seen the
first original movie
and this new one. I
really like how they

tied the two together so well. It gives
"Spaceballs new
meaning."
"

Dorothy Dubois, Senior, French

"I've seen them all but I've
failed to join the club. I like it
for sure, but you'd have to pay
me to attend a convention.

"I am currently involved in a
class action suit to remove Star
Wars Rights from Lucas on
grounds of senility."

Ryan Delgado, Sophomore,
Diagnostic Ultrasound

Nick Boyce,
Sophomore, Business

"

My name is Lucas,
and growing up people came up to me
and said "Lucas, I am
your father. It really
annoyed the heck out
of me. I mean, c 'mon,
my name is Lucas, not
Luke."
"

"I'd rather twiddle my
thumbs."

"I watched Star Wars 2 twice
and didn't really like it. I wish
they had done better.

Ryan Bischoff,
Senior, Accounting

Jamie Darmawan, Senior,
International Business

"

Lucas Mclntyne,
Junior, Economics

